immediate need (A2).

Definite articles and the neuter form lo

CEFR: Can understand short, simple, personal letters (A2); Can write short, simple notes relating to matters of

Masculine 1 l Feminine ’ Neuter
Singular el museo the museum | lacasa the house | lo bueno the good thing
Plural los museos | the museums | las casas | the houses | lo sucedido | what happened

Indefinite articles

Singular

Masculine

un banco

a bank

Feminine

una carta

aletter

Plural

unos bancos

some banks

unas cartas

some letters

tables?

Meaning and usage

The words the, g, an, used in front of a noun, are known as articles. Articles are of two kinds: definite,
used with a word which is specific or that has been mentioned before (the museum) or indefinite,
referring to a non-specific element or something which has not been mentioned before (a bank).
Spanish and English differ in the use of these words in a number of ways.

Definite articles: forms and usage

1 Spanish has four different forms for the: el for masculine singular nouns and los for masculine plural,

A How many different Spanish words for the and how many for a can you find in the

la for feminine singular nouns and las for feminine plural. Definite articles are used as follows:

You need to recognize the gender of a n
(i.e. whether it is masculine or feminine,

‘ know which form to use.

A
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2 el and not la must be used before feminine singular nouns beginning with a stressed a or ha, for
example agua (water) or hambre (hunger):

El agua es escasa en algunos paises de Africa y el hambre afecta a millones de personas. (Wateris
scarce in some African countries and hunger affects millions of people.)

B Would el ama de casa be a man or a woman? What'’s the English for this term?

; C Complete the following sentences with the appropriate definite article.

Han puesto unas butacas muy comodas en area de descanso.

Segun los valencianos, solo con agua de Valencia se hace una buena paella.

No sé si aguanto mejor hambre o la sed.

Daniel es alma del movimiento estudiantil contra los recortes.

iPor qué estan cerradas hoy aulas*?

D G A O N =

En este pais aves rapaces estan en vias de extincién; por eso aguila real es una especie
protegida.

=~J

La contaminacion de aguas marinas es verdaderamente alarmante.

8 Después de sufrir un ataque de apoplejia, Fernando perdié ___ habla.
*aula = salon/sala de clases in parts of Latin America
3 with nouns used in a general sense:
Los andaluces son muy sociables. (Andalusians are very sociable.)
4 with abstract nouns:
La vida resulta dificil para millones de parados*. (Life is difficult for millions of unemployed people.)

*parados = desempleados in Latin American Spanish

$ with titles such as sefior (Mr), sefiora (Mrs), sefiorita (Miss),
but not in direct address:

Note the use of del, which derives

from de + el; a + el becomes al

He enviado un email al gerer

(I have sent an email to the
' manager.)

He llamado a la oficina del sefor Garcia.
(I have phoned Mr Garcia’s office.)

But: ;C6mo esta usted, sefior Garcia?
(How are you, Mr Garcia?)

with parts of the body, where English might use a possessive:

Me duele la espalda. (My back aches.)
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D How would you say:

1 My head aches.

2 My stomach aches.

7 with names of languages, except with verbs such as hablar (to speak) and entender (to understand),

when it is often omitted:

Me gusta el espaiiol. (/ like Spanish.)

But: Habla muy bien (el) espaiiol. (He/She speaks
Spanish very well.)

8 with possessive pronouns:

El tuyo es mas bonito que el mio. (Yours is nicer than mine.)

9 with days of the week and dates:

Los sdbados no trabajan. (They don’t work on Saturdays.)

El 15 de abril de 2010. (On 15 April 2010.)

0 | E  Complete this sentence with your date of birth:

Naci ... (lwasborn...)

10 with colours:
El rojo te va muy bien. (Red suits you well.)

11 with the names of meals:

| The tendency is not to use t ;
article when this is optional:

No entiendo inglés. (/ don t
understand English.)

El almuerzo es ala unay la cena es a las ocho y media. (Lunch is at one and dinner is at half past

eight.)

12 with infinitives used as nouns:

El comer en exceso te hara subir de peso. (Eating in excess will make you gain weight.)

(') F Whatis the hotel porter asking you?

~ ¢Cudl es sumaleta, la grande o la pequefia?

13 in place of a noun that has been mentioned
before:

Es un piso* muy comodo. Es el que mas me gusta.
(It's a very comfortable flat. It is the one | like best.)

*piso = departamento/apartamento in Latin
America
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"4 =
O To say (the) one(s) in Spanish yc

to know not just the gender o
refers back to but also its num

De su obra, esta es la més inte;
all his/her work, this is the mo.
one.)

iQué bonitos zapatos! Son los
quedan mejor. (What nice shoe
the ones that fit me best.)

.5 El
6 Se
7 Sir
- 8 En
Inde
1 The:
3 singt
ones

and'
tran:

unb
few|
mal

*el |




comer bien es uno de placeres de vida.

G Complete the sentences with an appropriate definite article where necessary. l
manias de seforita Torres me vuelven loca. §
jCuanto nos duelen pies después de tanto andar!

Antonio siempre toma desayuno antes de cepillarse dientes.

Me enfado cuando me dicen que espanol es un idioma facil.

doctor Rojo llegd viernes a ocho de tarde.

Para mi, sinceridad es principal virtud de una persona.

0 N O O A O N =

A Carlos le gusta comida francesa sobre todo reposteria pero no le gusta hablar
francés.

|

9 Yason imprescindibles ordenadores* en trabajo.

10 - jAdios, senor Ganivet, hasta semana que viene!

F
i
;

*el ordenador = la computadora/el computador in Latin America

H Insome of the following sentences, the definite article is missing. Identify these sentences and
correct them.

Hoy no me lavo la cabeza porque voy a la piscina.

No sabemos si los Pizarro vienen viernes o sabado.

Me gusta vino pero no en todas comidas.

iSabe a cuanto estan las peras hoy?

El deseo de los estudiantes es aprobar los examenes con buenas notas.
Senor Martinez siempre toma vacaciones en mayo.

Simén cumple aiios once de diciembre. Este afio va a cumplir trece.

® N O O A O N =

En unos paises verde significa envidia pero aqui es el color de esperanza.

Indefinite articles: forms and usage

1 The Spanish for a and an are un for masculine o
singular nouns and una for feminine singular The plural forms unos and unas ar
| _Ones.The plural forms are unos for masculine when you wish to indicate approxi
. and unas for feminine. Unas and unos as in unos mil euros (about a the
. translate some or a few: a unos cinco minutos de aqui (¢

- . minutes from here), a unas dos man:
- un billete* (q ticket), unos pasajeros (some/a aqui (about two blocks from here,

- few passengers), una estacion (a station), unas
- Maletas (some suitcases)

*la manzana (block) =la cuad
America

*el billete = el boleto in Latin America
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2 before a singular feminine noun beginning with a stressed a or ha use un instead of una: un agua
mineral (a mineral water), {Tengo un hambre! (I'm so hungry!)

Omission of the indefinite article in Spanish
The indefinite article is not used in the following constructions:

1 with ser + noun unless the noun is qualified (described) by an adjective:

Paca es enfermera (Paca is a nurse), Ricardo no es catélico (Ricardo is not a Catholic). But: Paca es una
excelente enfermera (Paca is an excellent nurse).

2 Dbefore cien (a hundred), mil (a thousand), otro (another):

cien euros (a hundred euros), mil personas (a thousand people), otro dia (another day).
3 after qué (what) in exclamations, medio (half), tal (such):

iQué tonto! (What a fool!), medio kilo (half a kilo), tal dia (such a day).
4 after llevar (to carry, wear), tener (to have), usar (to use) unless the noun is qualified:

Yo no llevaba paraguas (I wasn’t carrying an umbrella), ;Tienes coche? (Do you have a car?), Jaime no
usa ordenador (Jaime doesn’t use a computer). But note: Ana llevaba una falda roja (Ana was wearing
ared skirt).

| Complete the sentences with an appropriate indefinite article where necessary.

1 Julio acaba de comprarse moto. jYa tiene moto!

2 Los padres de Javier son botanicos. Hacen investigaciones muy interesantes
en Peru.

3 ;Quieres otra cerveza o prefieres tomar otra cosa?

4 Quisiera tomar agua mineral y aceitunas.

5 Mi bisabuelo ya ha vivido cien anos y espera vivir cuantos mas.

6 Ya sé que Santiago es mentiroso, pero hasta cierto punto lo creo.

7 Me compré medio kilo de cerezas en vez de medio kilo de ciruelas.

8 Normalmente la jefa lleva falda negra, pero hoy lleva pantalones.
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