
I ES menos gran0e, pero mas

form of

CEFR:The comparative and superlative form of adjectives (A1, A2); Can understand information in simple written
material such as a brochure (A2); Can describe places in simple terms (A2).

Com parison of adjectives

Pepe lt/aria

o

fi
Paco JuanLuis Ana

Luis es alto. Es m6s alto que Ana.

Marfa es baja. Es mds baja que Pepe.

Luis es el m6s alto y Maria es la miis baja

Paco es tan alto como Juan.

1 Ana es m5s baja que Luis.

2 Pepe es tan alto como Mar[a

3 La mds alta es Ana.

ififfi ^ Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)?
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Comparisons

*el ordenador
America.

is speciallY

ordenador*
computer is

Meaning and usage
to compare two people or things in terms of a specific quality you use the comparative form of

the adjective. ln English this may be a single word, as in taller, or more than one word' as in more

expensive.Comparisons can be of three main types: of superiority (Cristina is taller than Sarah); of

inferiority (Madrid is less expensive than London) and of equality (This hotet is as good as the other one)'

Comparisons in Spanish function along the same lines'

to form comParative sentences

to say that someone or something possesses a certain quality in a higher degree than someone or

something else, Spanish uses a construction with m5s "' que:

Elena es m5s baia que su hermana' (Elena is shorter

:han her sister.)

5u rlltima novela es m5s interesante que la anterior'

r'1is/Her latest novel is more interesting than the previous

one.)

ro say that someone or something possesses a quality in a lesser degree than someone or something

else, use the Phrase menos "' que:

Alfonso parece menos Seguro que sus compafie ros, (Alfonso seems less confident than his

:tossmates.)

lili habitaci6n est5 menos ordenada que la de vosotra s' (My room is less tidy than yours)

:c say that someone or something possesses a certain quality in the same degree as someone or

.omething else use tan "' como:

Roberto es tan como su padre. (Roberto is as generous as his father')

ln this and the

sentences that

baja. (Elena is

out if it is un
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Saludos

uezDe: Ve16nica

Fara: Pat White

I rreg ular comParative forms
,ffim t tn an email your friend Ver6nica decribes her family; read it and answer the questioms

Tengo dos hermanos, Rodrigo y Marta. Rodrigo es tres anos mayor que yo y Marta es

dos anos menor que Yo.

1 How many years older than Ver6nica is Rodrigo?

2 How many years younger than Ver6nica is Marta?

3 Who is older, Marta or Rodrigo?

1 a few adjectives have irregular comparative forms:

bueno (good)

grande (big)

malo (bad)

pequefro (small)

mejor (better)

mayor, m5s grande (bigger, greater, olde)

peor (worse)

menor, mds pequefi o (smaller,younger)

Regularformsm5sbueno(better)andm5smalo(worse)arealsopossible:-

Montse es mejor/m5s buena para los idiomas !!!9 para la historia' (Montse is better at languages

than at historY)

2torefertoageusemayorandmenor;forsize,m6sgrandeandm5spequefroarepreferred:

Carlitos es menor/mayor que su hermano'

(Carlitos is younger/older than his brother')

El hotelVistamar es m5s grande/pequefio que

el hotel Rio.

(The HotetVistamar is bigger/smaller than the

HotelRio.)

3 mejor, peor, mayor and menor form the plural with -es, but they have no separate feminine forms

Julia y Marta son menores que tus hijos. (Jutia and Marta are younger than your children')
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Adverbs, i.e. words

(b ad ly), correcta mente

compared in the same

Crist6bal habla bien,

habla mejor . (Cri st6bal

Mercedes sPeaks better.).
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C Make comparisons using mds "' que (+) or menos "' que (-)

1 Marta es _--- su madre' (+ alto)

2 Anaes bastante su hermana' (- inteligente)

3 Estas naranjas son ___-- las otras' (- dulce)

4 La sed es mucho el hambre' (+ malo)

5 Los ninos son __.- las ninas' (+ travieso)

6 Esta casa es la otra, pero es ' (+ pequeno; + bueno)

7 La pension es .___-- el hotel pero es '(- c6modo; + barato)

I Los coches el6ctricos son mucho los coches de motor de combusti6n' C contaminante)

Make comparisons using tan "' como (=l (os "' as)'

1 Rodrigo es =_=.- Pedro' (= guapo)

2 La pelicula es -.__=- la novela' (= bueno)

SDesdeluegoAlejandranoes-David.(=rico)

Los claveles son __.-- las rosas' (= bonito)

6 La fabada es -___-- la paella' (= sabroso)

ning and usage
SU per atiVC

somethi n com pa rison with others, has q ua ity tn the h ighest o lowest
that som eone o ng,

expensive.
ph rASCS ke he fol lowin9: She is the most intelligent, They are the least

En s lish USCS

:o n stru ctions co rrespond to what is known AS the superlative

to form the suPerlative
E Raquel, your travelling companion, seems to have found the ideal hotel for your stay;

how does she describe it?

Hotel Rosal es el m5s pequeffo, el m6s c6modo y el m6s econ6mico' creo que es el m6s

aln of express in I the Supe rlative: one, the most common, USES he
has two m ways

el/ta/l os/la (the) fol lowed by mas (most) or men os (least) and the adj ective:
s

Ciudad de M6xico es la m6s grande de las capitales de habla espa6ola' (Mexico City is the largest

5p an i sh- sP ea ki n g ca Pital s')

menos interesantes . (These books are the least interesting')
libros son los
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2 with irregular comparisons use el/lallos/las followed by the corresponding form:

Victor es el mejor alumno de su clase. (Victor is the best student in his class.)

Esos vinos son los m6s baratos, pero tambi6n son los peores. (Those wines are the cheapest, but

they are also the worst.)

,ffi, t Give the superlative of the adjective in brackets.

1 Este parque es (hermoso) de la ciudad.

2 Estos vinos son (caro) del mundo.

3 Estas son las calles (animado) de la ciudad.

4 En mi opini6n, esta cerveza es (bueno).

5 Hoy es (malo) dia de mivida.

G Answer these questions in Spanish. Search the lnternet or use a reference book if you are not
sure of the answer.

1 2Cudl es el mes m6s corto del ano?

2 iCu{l es el rio m6s largo del mundo?

3 2Cu6l es la ciudad mds alta del mundo?

4 iCual es la ciudad mds alta de Espana?

5 aCu5l es la montafra m5s alta de Sudam6rica?

3 an alternative way of expressing superlative degree, not necessarily in comparison with others, is

with the suffix -isimo (m) or -isima (f ) added to the adjective. lf this ends in a vowel, the vowel is
removed.

Maria Teresa es guapisima. (from guapo/a) (Marfa Teresa is very pretty.)

Para mL las matem6ticas son dificilisimas. (from dificil) (For me, mathematics is most difficult.)

4 spelling changes occur with adjectives ending in -co/-ca, -go/-ga:

Los Miranda son riqufsimos. (from rico/a) (The Mirandas are very rich.)

El viaje es larguisimo. (from largo/a) (The journey is very long.)

The superlative with
qualityyou wish
(very). Compare:

La comida estd

La comida estii

to

riq

:. i aCmparl5C

coche = ca r
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H Complete each sentence with the -isimo superlative form.

1 Los libros son muy, muy interesantes; son

2 Carmen es muy nerviosa; es 

-.

3 Las habitaciones son pequenas; son

4 Elvira es una persona muy simp5tica; es ---.
5 El problema es dificil de resolver; es 

-.
mparisons involving nouns
I From what you know are the following statements true (T) or false (F)?

1 Espana tiene m5s habitantes que Gran Bretana.

2 En California no hace tanto frlo como en Nueva York.

3 En las playas espanolas hay menos turistas que en las playas inglesas'

risons involving nouns use m5s (more), menos (less) or tanto.'. como (as ..' as) for equality.

agrees in gender and number with the noun it refers to:

sabe m6s espafrol que Mark. (Rebecca knows more Spanish than Mark.)

tiene menos memoria que el mio. (Your computer has less memory than mine.)

tiene tanto dinero como su abuelo. (Antonio has as much money as his grandfather.)

afro no hay tantas personas como el ano pasado. (This year there aren't as many people as

comparisons using tanto ... como (as much/mony .., as)

l{o bebo caf6 _ mi amigo Pedro pero no trabajo horas 

- 

6l

tampoco.

J{o tenemos oportunidades 

- 

antes.

Sloy no hace 

- 

calor 

- 

ayer.

hay 

-- 

coches* en las carreteras regionales 

- 

en las autopistas.

flores necesitan 

- 

luz 

- 

agua.

-coche = carrolauto in Latin American Spanish'
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