
Spanish Alphabet Chart: 

Lexicon 

(Name) 

English 

Approx. 

Spanish 

Example 

Memorization 

Tips 

A, a 

(a) 
blond damos Always open, like the ‘o’ of ‘hot’ (i.e. ‘ah’); never the closed ‘a’ sound of ‘hate’ 

B, b 

(be) 
boy bueno The same as the English ‘b’; also, the same as the Spanish ‘v’ 

C, c 

(ce) 

face hace The soft ‘c’ or ’s’ sound 

care calor The hard ‘c’ or ‘k’ sound 

D, d 

(de) 
dangle diente The ‘d’ in Spanish is equivalent to the ‘d’ in English 

E, e 

(e) 
say brillante Always the closed ‘a’ sound of ‘ape’; never the open “e” sound of ‘get’ 

F, f 

(efe) 
fork falda The ‘f’ sound in the Spanish is equivalent to the ‘f’ and ‘ph’ sound in English 

G, g 

(ge) 

herald escoge Like the ‘h’ in English, but slightly guttural 

gale gato This hard ‘g’ sound is equivalent to the hard ‘g’ in English 

H, h 

(hache) 
rhapsody hora The ‘h’ in Spanish is always silent, like the silent ‘h’ in English 

I, i 

(i) 
meet imponer The ‘i’ in Spanish is always the ‘ee’ sound; never the open ‘i’ of ‘hit’, nor the closed sound of ‘bite’ 

J, j 

(jota) 
hope julio The ‘j’ in Spanish is similar to the ‘h’ in Englis, except the Spanish ‘j’ is harsher, slightly gutteral 

K, k 

(ka) 
coat kilogramo The hard ‘c’ or ‘k’, like in English 

L, l 

(ele) 
lady lograr The ‘l’ in Spanish is the same as in English 

LL, ll 

(elle) 
shove llover Between the ‘yuh’ sound of ‘y’ and the ’shuh’ in english 

M, m 

(eme) 
morning martes The ‘m’ in Spanish is equivalent to the ‘m’ in English 



N, n 

(ene) 
nature noche The ‘n’ in Spanish is the same as in English 

ñ, ñ 

(ñ) 
canyon, unyoke niño Unlike any single letter in English, the ‘ñ’ must be distinguished from the ‘n’ 

O, o 

(o) 
home hablo Always the closed ‘o’ of ‘hope’; never the open ‘o’ of ‘hop’ 

P, p 

(pe) 
parent persona The Spanish ‘p’ is the same as the English 

Q, q 

(cu) 
take trueque Always the hard ‘k’ sound; although always followed by the ‘u’, the ‘u’ is always silent 

R, r 

(ere) 
NONE rodeando The ‘r’ in Spanish requires the tip of the tongue to touch the front part of the roof of the mouth 

S, s 

(ese) 
single sonido Always the soft ’s’ of ‘sound’ never the ‘z’ sound of ‘lands‘ 

T, t 

(te) 
touch tomar The Spanish ‘t’ is equivalent to the ‘t’ in English 

U, u 

(u) 
tube suponer Always the ‘oo’ sound of ‘fume’; never the open ‘u’ sound of ‘upper’, nor the closed ‘u’ of ‘unicycle’ 

V, v 

(ve) 
big ver B, like the English ‘b’; there is no phonetic difference between the ‘b’ and ‘v’ in Spanish 

W, w 

(ve doble) 
water water Only used for foreign words, sounds like w or v in English 

X, x 

(equis) 

expresar express Ex, the hard consonant, as in English 

xylophone xenófobo The soft ‘c’ or ’s’, not vibrating ‘z’ of buzz 

Y, y 

(i griega) 
yellow yegua The ‘yuh’ sound, very similar to the English, sometimes with a soft ’sh’ 

Z, z 

(zeta) 
zumbio lace The ’ss’ of ’s’, never the ‘z’ of ‘buzz’ 

 


